
The French Archdeaconry Synod 2017 

‘Walking together in Faith’ 

 

Greetings from the Archdeaconry Synod where we have spent an interesting three days ( 17th – 20th 

May ) in the beautiful Benedictine Abbey of St Jacut de la Mer Conference Centre. Amongst the 120 

attendees were 22 Clergy, 70 Synod Reps, from chaplaincies all over France, several guest speakers, 

our Diocesan Safety Officer Ian Carter, The Rev. Richard Bromley from I.C.S, Archbishop Le Gall 

l’Eveque de St Brieuc from Toulouse, our Bishop Robert Innes and his wife Helen, all gathered 

together under the leadership of our Venerable Archdeacon Meurig Williams, officiating for the first 

time. 

The Archdeaconry Synod is a valuable occasion for the blending of a number of elements to support 

the Anglican ministries in France, it balances business and fellowship, focus and space enabling the 

participants to return to their Chaplaincies feeling better encouraged, informed, connected and 

inspired. This year we have been focused on prayer and worship with two acts of worship daily and a 

special Eucharist in the local Church when the Rev. Giles Williams was licensed by the Bishop to be 

Area Dean of the South-East of France, with Lyon and Grenoble. 

The Archdeaconry Synod took place at a crucial time for France. The presidential election campaign 

has highlighted a need for coming together as a society. The place of Faith and Faith Communities in 

public life has been one issue in the election debates, this being something of a shift in a country 

where ‘Laïcité’ has meant that religion is reserved for the private sphere. Archdeacon Meurig 

believes that this shift offers us an opportunity to contribute positively with our Ecumenical partners. 

Our Synod this year explored themes arising from the Diocesan strategy entitled ‘Walking together in 

faith’, raising questions about the nature of the faith we have inherited and which we seek to 

proclaim, if we are to be confident about the future. We welcomed three keynote speakers. In 

charge of our Bible Study time, Dr Meg Warner of Kings College London, explored some of the 

essential themes from scripture that we have inherited from our Jewish forebears and which speak 

to our current situation, not least Brexit. Professor Michel Bondurand, an Islamic scholar, helped us 

to understand some of the dynamics of another faith community in France. Dr Claire Amos, our Lay 

Discipleship Officer, opened our minds and hearts to the benefits of a ‘rule of life’, which could shape 

our praying as disciples of Christ. Bishop Robert Innes encouraged our participation in the Diocesan 

Strategy and during the Synod Ian Carter our Diocesan Safeguarding manager was available to offer 

advice and assistance with any issues in relation to safeguarding at a chaplaincy level.  

We thank the Diocesan standing committee for all their hard work and energy committed to 

organising the event. This report is shorter than previous years as we now have a Diocesan website 

set up by Rosemary Uylett which is up and running and already features most of the Synod reports 

and subjects covered by the different speakers. We would highly recommend to all our congregation 

to go online and read about these interesting subjects for themselves. This website now enables us 

to upload our comments and to exchange dialogue with other chaplaincies bringing us all closer and 

keeping us better informed.  www.anglicanfrance.fr                                                                              

Annabel and Daniel Pouget, ( Synod Reps for St Lukes ) 

http://www.anglicanfrance.fr/

